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opposed to the rigid mechanism that cannot adapt
itself to circumstances.

Looking Backward. In this historical retrospect
I showed in what an unstable equilibrium liberty
always is. It is, for instance, clear that we should
in many respects be better off in modern England if
we adopted with but few modifications the laws of
Hammurabi which were promulgated four thousand
years ago. Neither the Egyptian nor the Jewish
nor the Greek nor the Roman civilisation shows any
real approach in practice to the principles of indi-
vidual liberty, and Acton is justified in deriving the
origins of individual liberty from the Stoic philo-
sophy and the Catholic faith* The Catholic Church,
however, merely imposed fetters of its own while
shaking off the restraints of the State, and to-day
we see the coercive powers of Church and State
combined and concentrated in the ruling bodies
which exploit the powers of modern democracy. I
traced in some detail the establishment in Eng-
land of the liberty of the subject and other free-
doms after centuries of struggle, and pointed out
how all the results achieved are to-day in the
melting-pot.

If individual liberty is not really declining to-day
it is undoubtedly in a far more unstable equilibrium
than in 1850. There are undoubtedly certain .very
dangerous tendencies, both in the political world
and in public opinion, which to-day threaten the
very existence of liberty in this country, and they
can be briefly summarised as follows. In the
political world there is :

1. The secret collusion of the Front Benches and